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INTERNAL LININGS AND PARTITIONS
The only objection to the use of wet internal construction, for the lining
of the external walls and for the partitions, is that it forfeits the opportunity
the framework gives for prefabricated construction. For temporary houses
where some economical, light and readily fixed lining is essential, a single
thickness of plasterboard may be nailed to wood strips fastened to the
steel frame ; alternatively, timber framing may be avoided by fitting the
plaster-board between metal cover strips, which are either fixed to the
steel-framing members or are part of them.
The spacing of supports for the plasterboard should not exceed about 17"
for a f" or 24" for a \" thick board. Modules of 36" and 48", which coincide
with standard widths of plasterboards, then facilitate the use of standard
width sheets without cutting, each sheet having one intermediate support.
However, other considerations affect the choice of the module, e.g. the
width of standard windows, and 3' 6" is close to the best choice when all
considerations are taken together.
Fibreboard can be used in the same way; this is better from the point
of view of thermal insulation, and also reduces reflected noise within the
room, but is not so good from the point of view of maintenance and liability
to damage if left uncovered.
When either of these materials is used in single thicknesses there will
be nail heads to be covered; this can be done either by the decoration or by
plastering over the surface. If not plastered over, the joints need to be made
good; the difficulty of making these joints perfectly satisfactory has led to
the frequent choice of wood or metal cover strips.
Other types of wallboard can be used in much the same way. For
external walls it is possible to provide all the thermal insulation required as
part of the external covering, for example by the use of wood-wool slabs,
faced with asbestos cement or metal, but where insulation could be used
to stiffen the inside lining or where a steel or asbestos sheet external
covering is used it is often preferable to provide an internal lining of which
the thermal insulation forms an, integral part as in wood-wool or fibre-
board. It is expected that new types of wallboard will shortly be available ;
these may include fibreboard with an asbestos face on one side, to reduce
fire hazard, and possibly wallboards with insulating properties but a hard
polished surface. Plastics may also be used in sheet form to provide a
finished decorated surface.
Fibreboard is about 17 times as good an insulator as concrete, and
aluminium foil in sheet form can be used to give a greatly increased resis-
tance to heat loss at reasonable cost; as a result it is a simple matter to
provide better heat insulation than that of brick construction.